FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—MAY 4, 2012
Contact: Diane Tipton, 406-444-3079, or visit the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov

JUNE 1 LICENSE APPLICATION DEADLINE APPROACHES

The deadline to apply for FWP’s special license drawings for antelope licenses and antlerless B elk, deer licenses is June 1.

Hunters can apply in minutes by going to the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov and selecting Online Services.  

For those who don’t own a computer, Internet access is available at Montana’s 80 public libraries and 30 branch public libraries. 

Information about FWP’s SuperTag lottery, and how you can purchase $5 chances, is available on FWP’s SuperTag web page under Hunting and then Licenses and Permits. 
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SPRING TURKEY HUNTING SEASON 


Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks officials remind hunters that the spring turkey hunting season remains open through May 20. Montana has a spring turkey gobbler season and an either-sex fall season.


The 2012 turkey hunting regulations are available at all Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks region offices, and on the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov. Hunting tips can be found online by going to the turkey pages on the online Turkey Hunting Guide.
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SOME BLACK BEAR HUNTING TO CLOSE IN MAY 


Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks officials remind black bear hunters that black bear hunting districts close on various dates in May and June depending on the hunting district. Black bear hunters should check the 2012 black bear hunting regulations for season closure dates in effect where they hunt.


Hunters who purchase a black bear license now that the season has opened must wait five days after purchase to hunt. 


For details on Montana's spring black bear hunting season, go to the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov to the Hunting page and click Hunt Planner and then Hunting Guides.






-fwp-

MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS COMMISSION TO MEET MAY 10 IN HELENA

Montana’s Fish, Wildlife & Parks Commission will meet May 10 in Helena at the Montana Wild Education Center, west of Helena near Spring Meadow Lake, 2668 Broadwater Ave. beginning at 8:30 a.m.


FWP's commissioners will consider a variety of proposed actions including the administrative rule governing the auction of a moose, sheep, goat, deer and elk license; the rule on the separation of nonresident deer licenses from big game combination licenses; and the proposed exotic classification of tilapia, a freshwater fish that can become problematic when introduced in new warm-water habitats.
The commission will also consider wildlife-related proposals that include the 2012/2013 wolf hunting season dates, quotas and hunting district boundaries; the plan for nongame tax check-off funds; annual renewal of a hunting access agreement; the 2012 fall upland game bird quotas and limits; harvest prescriptions for combined archery/elk hunting districts; and timber harvest on the Mount Haggin and West Kootenai wildlife management areas.


The commissioners will be asked to endorse three acquisitions: Upper Big Spring Creek south of Lewistown for a future fishing access site, acquisition of mineral rights at Spotted Dog WMA near Avon, and acquisition of the Milk River Ranch, 2,800 acres in Hill County, 50 miles northwest of Havre.

FWP ensures its meetings are fully accessible to those with a disability. Individuals with special needs may request arrangements by contacting FWP at: 406-444-3186. 

For the full agenda and background on the scheduled topics, go to the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov on the home page under the heading For Commission Information. 

The FWP website will offer live streamed audio of the meeting, or the public may view a live television feed of the meeting at FWP regional offices.
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PUBLIC COMMENT IS SOUGHT ON RULES TO MANAGE EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL CONTAMINATION ON MONTANA WATERS

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is seeking public comment on proposed rules on the possession, transportation, and seining of bait within two Eurasian watermilfoil management areas recently proposed by the Montana Department of Agriculture to control the spread of Eurasian watermilfoil, an aquatic invasive species that threatens rivers, lakes and irrigation infrastructure.


State law prohibits the possession and transportation of bait within an invasive species management area, unless approved by FWP.


After reviewing the proposed management areas, FWP is proposing rules that would allow the current fishing regulations on bait to apply on contaminated waters if bait and live fish are possessed and transported in uncontaminated water.


Seining for commercial bait fish would be prohibited on contaminated waters.


The proposed list of contaminated waters includes:

· Fort Peck Reservoir,

· For Peck Dredge Cut Ponds,

· Jefferson River,

· Missouri River,

· Fort Peck Dam to the North Dakota border,

· The confluence of the three forks of the Missouri River to the headwaters of Canyon Ferry Reservoir, and

· Toston Reservoir.


To review the proposed rules and comment online, go to the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov, and click Public Notices. The public may also comment at a series of public meetings set to begin at 6 p.m. in:

Great Falls

May 24 
FWP Region 4 office 
4600 Giant Springs Rd.

Helena 

May 24  
FWP Headquarters office 1420 East 6th Ave.

Lewistown 

May 29
FWP 



215 West Aztec Dr. 

Fort Peck 

May 30
Fort Peck Fish Hatchery 
277 Highway 117

Miles City

May 31
FWP Region 7 

352 I-94 Business Loop 

Billings

May 31
FWP Region 5 

2300 Lake Elmo Dr.


Or, comment in writing to by the June 1 deadline to FWP at: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Attn: Eileen Ryce, P.O. Box 200701, Helena, MT, 59620-0701; or by fax: 406-444-4952; or email: fwpexotics@mt.gov.


To learn more about aquatic invasive species, go to the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov and click on the Fishing page.
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GET YOUR BOAT SAFETY-INSPECTED AND READY TO LAUNCH NOW

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks will kick off National Safe Boating Week in Montana on May 19 with events in Helena, Missoula, and Billings.


At the events, boaters can get a free vessel safety check by qualified USCGA members, learn about aquatic invasive species, how inflatable lifejackets work and how to properly fit a life jacket. Boaters can also contribute used life jackets to FWP's life jacket loaner program. 

Safe Boating Week events are scheduled in these locations:

Helena
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Les Schwab/Carpet Barn parking lot, Hwy 12 East

Billings
9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Cabelas, 4550 King Ave. E

Billings
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
FWP Region Office, 2300 Lake Elmo Dr.
Missoula
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Gull Boats and RV, 2601 W. Broadway


"Safe boating practices and the lifesaving value of wearing a life jacket are what the North American Safe Boating Campaign is about," said Liz Lodman, FWP boating coordinator. "This annual campaign makes wearing a life jacket fun with its registered lifejacket activity—"Ready, Set, Wear It!" 


Last year the "Ready, Set, Wear It!" activity engaged more than 1,600 participants at nearly 100 events nationwide. Participants gathered across the nation for photos wearing their life jackets. Lodman said boaters can participate in "Ready, Set, Wear It" by gathering family and friends, and going to the Ready, Set, Wear It!  website to join an event. 


For more information on Boating Safety Week, contact Liz Lodman at llodman@mt.gov, or call: 444-9940. 


For information on the May 19 vessel safety checks by the USCGA, contact: Helena, Gary Herseim, 406-437-1566                

Billings, Jonathan Wells, 406-690-6090 

Missoula, Chris Roberts, 406-549-3090
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APPLICATIONS FOR WINTER ICE FISHING CONTESTS DUE BY JULY 1

Applications for ice fishing contests for winter 2012-2013 are due to Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks by July 1. Late applications will not be accepted.


An event where an entry fee is charged, or where people may win prizes for catching fish in Montana is considered a fishing contest.

Mail applications to: Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Attn:  Fisheries Bureau, 1420 East 6th Ave., Helena, Montana 59620-0701. Or, email the application to: fwpfsh@mt.gov.

For more information, go to the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov on the Fishing page and click Montana Fishing Guide to locate Fishing Contests.
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LIVING WITH WILDLIFE MAKES ECONOMIC SENSE
By Diane Tipton, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Statewide Information Officer


Montana's wildlife is one big benefit of being a Montanan—or visiting here. Tourism, an important economic engine in the state, is fueled significantly by visitors interested in viewing wildlife.


That is why learning to live with wildlife and avoiding conflicts makes good personal and economic sense.

In the past when a wild animal came in conflict with homeowner or someone outdoors recreating, one easy response was to ask Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks to relocate the animal. That may have been a common band-aid, but no more.

These days, wildlife experts say a better, more cost-effective, and long-term solution is to identify what attractants brought the critter into conflict and how to defuse the situation.

'Defusing it' differs depending on the situation—for example, it might mean erecting electric fence around a beehive, feeding pets indoors rather than outdoors, purchasing a bear resistant garbage receptacle, or removing landscaping in favor of deer resistant shrubs and flowers.

Here is how to begin.  

Find the Root Cause    

Sleuth work will reveal the root cause of a conflict.  "If I were a deer/skunk/bear, why would I come here?"  The answer may be found in your own yard, or the yards of one or more of your neighbors. It may be an old habit that never caused a problem before—for example feeding the dog outside.
Think Food/Water/Shelter

 
The vast majority of wildlife visits and conflicts are directly linked to food, water and shelter.  Most homeowners cultivate irresistible wildlife habitat around their homes. To wildlife it is a nonverbal welcome sign.  

Landscape plantings, flowers, vegetable gardens, fruit trees and accumulations of spilled birdseed are a smorgasbord to deer.  Backyard goldfish ponds are watering holes for a variety of species including raccoons.  A duck or an unwary deer attracted to a secluded back yard is, in turn, an easy meal for a mountain lion.

  Suet, birdseed, compost heaps and garbage containers are irresistible to hungry bears.  The shelter provided under decks, porches and outbuildings attracts a variety of creatures looking for a home, including skunks, raccoons and snakes.  
When wildlife suddenly makes use of such "hangouts" it is likely there are also pet foods, compost heaps, spilled bird seed, unsecured garbage, and other sources of food are nearby.

Fixes for Common Problems

 Once the attractants are identified, a homeowner can remove them or make them more secure.  It is always better to head off potential problems before a conflict with wildlife occurs.  Unsecured garbage and other sources of human or pet food are a particular problem. Openings in the boxed-in eves of a house, access underneath decks and porches—all can be closed up fairly easily to head off problems. 
It is Montana Law

  Montana law makes it illegal to provide supplemental food attractants to "game animals," including deer, elk and other ungulates, bears, or mountain lions, or to fail to properly store feed so these species have access to it. 


Artificial concentrations of game animals may lead to automobile collisions, physical dangers to people and pets, and transmission of wildlife diseases.  It also may lead to the removal or euthanasia of the animal itself—definitely a lose/lose situation.

Wild animals don't grasp concepts like private property or living up to our expectations. But it is fairly easy to communicate to a bear that there is no benefit in hanging around your home or business to raid a bee hive, eat the tulips, or rip into the garbage. Just make sure there isn't! They'll get the message in no time.

For more on living with wildlife, visit the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov on the
 Fish & Wildlife  page, then click Living With Wildlife.
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FWP OUTDOORS EXTRA

YOU HAVE TO PARTICIPATE TO WIN AT FWP

By Diane Tipton, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Statewide Information Officer


There is a significant sub-culture of hunters not commonly written about. It is made up of hunters who participate in Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks' special license drawings. 


The application deadline is June 1 for the next such drawing. Hunters who applied March 15 deadline for deer and elk permits know how they did. Those who applied at the May 1 deadline for bighorn sheep, bison, moose or mountain goat licenses are wondering now if they did all they could to be successful.

Neal Whitney, who works in licensing at FWP's Helena headquarters said a hunter who comes out of a "special drawing" with the license or permit they wanted is most likely a hunter who played the game and who enjoyed a little luck too. 


Here is how the game works. FWP's special drawings are totally random chance drawings programmed by FWP information technologies experts and run on the State of Montana's computer servers.


"Depending on the species a hunter applies for, their first critical decision is whether to pay for bonus points," said Neal Whitney, in FWP's licensing section in Helena.  Preference points are reserved for nonresident hunters who apply for a nonresident combination deer or elk license.


Bonus points can be purchased when applying for special licenses for moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goats, antelope, antelope B, deer B and elk B hunting, deer and elk permits, mountain lion and swan licenses.


Already the uninitiated have a question. What is the difference between a license and a permit? A permit gives a hunter a "special permission" that goes with the license they purchase. For example, a hunter buys an elk license and applies for an elk permit to allow them to hunt a bull or either sex elk in the hunting district they plan to hunt.


Bonus points are $2 each for residents and $20 each for nonresidents. Legislation in 2011 provided that the number of bonus points a hunter has are squared and that is the number of total extra chances they have in a special drawing. The thinking here is that it is difficult to draw a license for some hunts—especially for bighorn rams, moose, mountain goats—due to a low number of licenses and a high number of applicants. Squaring the hunter's bonus points provides more chances in the drawing for the hunter.


Faithful hunters who apply year after year accumulate bonus points. The number of extra chances entered in the drawing for them is the number of accumulated bonus points squared. Over time a hunter who is faithful to the process can gain something of an edge in this drawing. 


But some still are not successfully drawn, even after decades of applying. That is where the luck factor comes in. Most annoying to hardcore applicants are hunters who apply for the first time and are successful. That is just how luck works.


"There is no doubt that having bonus points helps. It increases your number of chances. But chance is chance, there is no guarantee. It is still a random drawing," Whitney said.  


Also important is a hunter's choice of hunting district, Whitney said. Some areas have great hunting, but may not be as sought after as others for a variety of reasons. The terrain may be difficult, or checker-boarded with private land that requires the hunter to contact more than one landowner for permission to hunt. Hunters who do the research to figure out what the inhibiting factor is and who are willing to do what others are not, can gain an additional edge—perhaps not a measurable one, but an edge nonetheless.


Whitney said hunters who succeed seem to be the ones who:

· scope out the hunting districts to apply for well in advance of the application deadline, 

· study the past season's success rates reported on FWP's website at fwp.mt.gov; 

· apply annually to accumulate bonus points, 
· apply early as the online applications system shuts down at 11:30 p.m. each night—including deadline day, and who

· are willing to take on an extra challenge, like obtaining permission to hunt in advance from one or more landowners.


To view the 2011 special drawing statistics, go to the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov
and search for Drawing Statistics. Also available on this page are the Harvest Reports and Montana Big Game Records.
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SIDEBAR:

FWP APPLICATION DEADLINES AND DRAWING DATES


The new March 15 deadline was for a special drawing for deer and elk permits.  Hunters interested in these permits applied by March 15 for a drawing that occurred in mid-April. 


May 1 was the deadline to apply for a bighorn sheep, bison, moose or mountain goat license. The drawing for these special licenses will occur the week of June 18, except for bison which will occur the week of Sept. 10. 


Applications due on June 1 are for a July 16 special drawing for antelope, and antlerless B deer and elk licenses. 


Details are available on the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov.
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DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR BOAT HAS BEEN?

By Diane Tipton, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Statewide Information Officer


The most important question boaters will hear this summer is, "Do you know where your boat has been?"


Montana's aquatic invasive species watercraft inspection program is gearing up for another summer—and the first question inspectors will ask is, "Where has your boat been in the past 30 days." More than 45 newly trained Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks seasonal employees will man the check stations beginning in mid May in key locations throughout the state. 


The summer's mission is to prevent the spread of aquatic invasives—chief among them quagga and zebra mussels, New Zealand mudsnails, and Eurasian watermilfoil—and to inform boaters how to prevent infesting Montana's waters with these unwanted, costly to clean up after pests.


"Inspecting boats as they are moved from one water to the next and helping boaters and anglers learn to identify the most threatening species is what we're about," said Eileen Ryce, FWP fisheries biologist who heads the aquatic invasive species program.


Ryce said a brief interview during boat checks where zip codes are collected enables FWP to track boating traffic and plan where it will be most advantageous to hold vessel checks.


"Those with "high risk" boats will get closer scrutiny," Ryce said. "In some cases these checks can take a little longer to complete."


 The mussels and mudsnails that inspectors are looking for are tiny and easy to miss. In some cases the only clue may be a gritty feeling as they run their hands along the finish of the boat. In rare cases when a boat is infested or suspected of being infested, it will be pulled aside for a more detailed inspection and cleaning.


To avoid being delayed, boaters will want to know what water bodies are considered high risk and take the proper precautions to ensure their boat does not carry organisms or plants from that location. That means inspect, clean and dry the boat before heading to the next location—and do the same for any and all gear that was in the water. 


"The most effective agents against AIS are high-pressure hot water," Ryce said. "Also important is inspecting boating and fishing gear for plant parts and removing any leaves, stems or other material before leaving a water."


AIS inspectors also check to be sure live wells are completely drained, that the boat plug was removed and water drained out, that jet boat motors are flushed out and dry, and that the bilge area is clean and dry.


If you are heading with your boat to Lake Mead, Lake Havasu, the Great Lakes in Michigan or any other body of water known to be infected with quagga or zebra mussels, New Zealand mudsnails or Eurasian watermilfoil, you are going into a high-risk area and when you return to Montana your watercraft will be considered a "high-risk boat" worthy of a very careful inspection. 


To protect Montana's home waters and avoid potential delays, boaters and anglers should inspect, clean and dry everything that came in contact with recreational waters—and be especially careful when they have been in high-risk waters where AIS have been identified. 


A critical precaution is to never allow water or plant life from one body of water to be transferred to another body of water. Even if there is no known AIS infestation, it is important to avoid cross-contaminating a waterbody with bacteria, microscopic organisms or any other matter from another water.


By law boaters must stop at AIS check stations for a brief interview and inspection. Inspection stations will be set up at border crossings,  and along major highways, heavily used waterbodies and other access points.


For information on aquatic invasive species, what they are, where they are located and how to prevent spreading them, go to the Internet. FWP's invasive species web page is at fwp.mt.gov , click on Aquatic Invasive Species on the Fishing page.
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SIDEBARS:

WHAT ARE THE PRIORITY AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES THREATS IN MONTANA

· Zebra/Quagga Mussels—UNDETECTED

· Asian Carp—UNDETECTED

· Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia virus—UNDETECTED

· Eurasian Watermilfoil—PRESENT

· New Zealand Mudsnails—PRESENT

· Whirling Disease—PRESENT

WHAT BOATERS WILL BE ASKED BY AIS CHECK STATION PERSONNEL:

· The boat owner's zip code

· The number in the party

· Watercraft type

· Water user type

· Is there live bait on board

· Water bodies visited in the past 30 days

· Next water body to be visited

· Level of knowledge on aquatic invasive species
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