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Walleyes Unlimited State Banquet Meeting
April , 21, 2018
Helena, Montana

President Mary Humbert called the meeting to order. She asked if there any proxies today – there were five:  Steve Harada for Scott Azure for Wolf Point Chapter; John Morford for Casey Thomas for Jordan Chapter; Tammy Pyrah for Don Pyrah of Lewistown Chapter; Kennie Williams for James Craig of Crooked Creek Chapter; and Bob Klein for Chris Ackerman of Billings Chapter.  Introductions were made around the room for all attendees.  Fifty-Six people attended the meeting.

The Secretary’s Report was available on the front information table.  Roy asked if there were corrections.  A motion was made by Mike Newton to accept the minutes with any changes to be made.  Dale Gilbert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

The Treasurers Report was available on the front information table..  Nancy explained the report and answered  all inquiries.  Bob Klein made a motion to accept the minutes.  Mike Brumble seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

The Membership Report was given by Mike Sedlock.  His handouts were available on the front information table.  The report stated we have 970 paid memberships.  The total including spouses and/or families is 1,877.  We have two chapters that would like to join our Walleyes Unlimited group.  Powell Montana would like to start a Chapter and include Ralston, Cody and Lovell    This would be called the Big Horn Basin Chapter. They sent a letter listing their committee members.  Mike Newton made a motion to accept them as a chapter and was seconded by Scott Keller.  CJ Truesdale will assist them with the by-laws and membership forms.  Circle Montana would also like to start a Chapter.  They also sent a letter with their potential list of members.  Roy Ereaux  made a motion to accept them as a chapter and was seconded by Hope Good.  Craig Karge will assist them with by-laws and membership forms.  The forming of these two new chapters will increase the membership by 77 members.

Dave Sedlock gave his Website Report.  Questions were presented on how often it is updated as there are things wrong  and not updated.  The question was presented regarding a  confirmation if they sign up online most do so to be in tournaments.  Tournaments now are $300 per day.  Another question is why only Pay Pal.  Dave would like all chapters to send in their events so he can keep the website up to date.  Dave will work on the website page and give us the new report at the Fall Meeting..

Mary asked if the Board of Directors had back-ups for their position if they were unavailable.  Mike and Dave Sedlock said they back each other up; Hope Good has Brad Reynolds; and Bob Gilbert said he has someone in mind but has not asked him yet.  They rest did not respond with a backup person.

Bob Gilbert gave the Legislative Report.  Bob talked about the AIS and Mussel issues, Tiber ramps, TIP, the angular forums, etc.  Bob Klein moved we participate in the TIP program and reword unauthorized from illegal 2500 to 10000 annually.  This was seconded by Bob Gilbert.  Motion passed.  Bob Gilbert also asked about the Legislative Fish Fry.  Do we want to change the date to the third or fourth Wednesday of January.  The majority of the members said the 4th Wednesday.  The 2019 Legislative Day Fish Fry will be January 23, 2019 in Helena.

Hope Good gave the report on Fish Tales.  She reported the newest issue is at the printer and hopefully will be out soon.  

Mary asked Nancy Hopson about the CD funds and whether or not we should put the money elsewhere.  The CD earns 6% interest   The CD matures September 27th.  Decision was to leave the CD alone for now.

Mary had asked if we could go to one date (such as January 1) for all membership renewals but the problem was that when people sign up in the middle of the year they would be duplicating their renewal on the first.  Would be unfair to those members.  This is each Chapters preference on what they want to do and not the State.  Roy Ereaux made a motion to leave the membership renewal as is and was seconded by Mike Brumble.  Motion passed.

The award program and forms are being updated and should be turned in by November 1st in order to have the plaques and/or certificates done in time for the Banquet.The Award recipients for 2018 was:
Youth Awards – 	12 and under went to Attison Craig of Lewiston
			13 – 17 went to Indy Goodheart of Stanford
Jim Rettig Award -	Bob Hickey
Sponsor of the Year – Hilger Meats of Crooked Creek
2018 Hall of Fame - 	Don Pyrah of Crooked Creek
			Dick Headley of Great Falls
			Ron Reis of Great Falls
			Robert Helmer of Wolf Point
			Jill Meiers 0f Glasgow

Mary asked who wanted to sponsor the State Fall Meeting.   Scott Keller volunteered to have Great Falls take the Fall Meeting.  This will be September 28-29, 2018.

Mary had the By-Laws printed for the meeting.  She suggested some of the wording needs to be changed.  The committee will meet and bring the suggestions to the next meeting.

Budget decisions were made as follows:
	Camp Walleye - $5,000
	Warriors on the Water - $2,500
	Montana Walleye Circuit - $2,500
Don Pyrah made a motion to accept the budgeted amounts for Camp Walleye and Warriors on the Water at the above amounts and was seconded by Brenda Keller.  Motion passed
Bob Klein made a motion to accept the budgeted amount for Montana Walleye Circuit with the monies being divided between Tammy Pyrah and Steve Harada as tournament directors.  This motion was seconded by Mike Newton.  Motion passed

Hope Good talked about the PSA’s.  This committee is made up of  Hope Good, Mary Humbert, Nancy Hopson, Dale Gilbert, Mike Newton, Todd Mitchell, and Mike Sedlock..

Julie DeMarsico, Great Falls Chapter, spoke on insurance issues for Walleyes Unlimited.  She is checking into coverage for tournaments, special events, etc to see if we are getting the best coverage.  Scott Keller suggested we need to create an unpaid position to take care of all insurance issues and suggested we give Julie this position.  This is tabled until a future meeting  to permit Julie to gather all the information she needs.

Dennis Hanson spoke to the members about the Tiber ramps issues.  He had two newspaper articles he discussed that he had written.  Dennis will keep us all informed on the progress on Tiber.

Bob Gilbert spoke on the Back Country issues, the Country Anglers issues, and jet boat issues.  He also talked about the Quiet Waters Iniative.  On this he suggested we all go to greendecoys.com and read on this.

Dale Gilbert gave a slide show presentation on the Montana Fisheries

The next meeting is September 28-29 in Great Falls.  Information will follow

Meeting adjourned
 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Diane Hinz
Diane Hinz, Secretary
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