2010 Montana Walleyes Unlimited Circuit Point Scoring System explained.
First a brief note on why Montana Walleyes Unlimited supports walleye tournaments.

Every year hundreds of anglers compete in one or more of the Walleye Unlimited Circuit tournaments for a variety of reasons. On one side of the scale there are the folks who relish the competition to show who can catch the most and biggest fish and win some money doing it. On the other side of the scale there are folks who are into tournament fishing simply for the social camaraderie and sharing a weekend with friends with a common interest. 

Most of us who participate in tournaments fall somewhere in the middle of the two above mentioned groups.  But whatever side of the competitive scale you lean towards your participation in walleye tournaments is good for walleye and walleye fishing all across the state of Montana. Properly run, organized tournaments with unquestionably fair rules bring a lot of positive attention and awareness about the value of our walleye fisheries to anglers and non anglers alike not to mention FWP fisheries managers.  

Montana circuit tournaments generate revenue to better our fisheries also. There are 5 Montana Walleyes Unlimited Circuit Tournaments; they are Fresno, Tiber, Canyon Ferry, Fall Classic (out of Fourchette Bay on Fort Peck) and Yellowtail. Each one of the 5 Montana Walleye Unlimited tournaments donates $10 dollars from each team’s entry fee to a “conservation Fund” that is earmarked for improvements to the body of water the event is held on. This Conservation fund totaling thousands of dollars each year is typically used to improve ramps, campgrounds or possibly as financial support to current projects underway by other agencies. Tournament anglers and non tournament anglers all benefit from the revenue these contest can generate. 

Getting more families and especially kids interested in fishing is a top priority for the Walleyes Unlimited Tournament Circuit. The 2010 Tournament Circuit is offering more prizes awards and recognition than ever to not only our top seasoned anglers but especially Adult/Child and Mixed /Couple teams who earn the highest amount of circuit points.
Every year the top ranked anglers from tournament circuits across the nation including ours are invited to compete in the Cabela’s National Team Championship tournament. This tournament held on a different body of water every year is the “Super Bowl” for team circuits. Walleyes Unlimited of Montana is typically allotted 5-10 “slots” to be awarded to the top finishing anglers each year. In years past Montana Anglers have finished quite well in this National competition.

The following is the formula that is used to determine how many circuit points an angler or team earns at an individual tournament.

· You’re placing amongst total number of teams in the tournament inverted 
· Divided by total number of teams in the tournament
· Multiplied by 100.
Example:

10th place finish with 80 teams in the tourney would = 71 (71st out of 80) 

71/80 = .8875 
.8875 X 100 = 88.75 points
2010 Angler of the Year will be awarded to the angler with the highest amount of circuit points from any 3 of the 5 tournaments. If a team of angler’s ties with the highest amount of Circuit Points they will share 1st place.  
2010 Team of the Year will be awarded to the team of anglers with the highest amount of circuit points from any 3 of the 5 tournaments.

2010 Mixed Couple Team of the Year will be awarded to the M/C team of anglers with the highest amount of circuit points from any 3 of the 5 tournaments.

2010 Adult Child Team of the Year will be awarded to the A/C team with the highest amount of circuit points from any 2 of the 5 tournaments.

So whatever your personal fishing experience or goals are consider signing up for a Montana circuit tournament. You will be helping better walleye fishing in Montana, might just win some money and will definitely have some fun!
